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Divine Service Setting Three (Page 184)

Prelude

Announcements

Opening Hymn: The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done #464
Sermon Hymn: The Day of Resurrection #478

Theme  It’s Not Always Obvious based on John 20:3-9, 31
Pastor Ron Biel

Closing Hymn: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds #465

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Our Lord shares with us His Precious Body & Blood in the Sacrament of

Holy Communion. We invite those who are baptized Christians who are able

to examine themselves on the basis of these three points of Christian faith:

*| believe that Jesus is my Lord and Savior from all sin.

*| believe that the true body & blood of Christ is present in the Sacrament.

*T resolve, with the Holy Spirit’s help to live for my Lord & witness through
my actions that He is my Savior.

WELCOME to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod on
this day, Second Sunday of Easter

Prepare for Worship. Enter reverently, pray thoughtfully, enjoy the time
prior to worship in spiritual meditation.

The Nursery/Lounge is located just past the Ladies room, off the Narthex
Please be assured that children of all ages are encouraged to participate in
the worship service.

Fellowship Register: We ask (members, friends, and visitors) to fill out
The Fellowship Book which is located at the end of each pew. Please
include your name, address and telephone number.
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First Reading: Acts 5:12-20

12Now many signs and wonders were regu-
larly done among the people by the hands of the
apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s
Portico. 13None of the rest dared join them, but the
people held them in high esteem. 14And more than
ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes
of both men and women, 15so that they even car-
ried out the sick into the streets and laid them on
cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his
shadow might fall on some of them. 16The people
also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem,
bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean
spirits, and they were all healed.

17But the high priest rose up, and all who were
with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and
filled with jealousy !8they arrested the apostles
and put them in the public prison. 19But during
the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison
doors and brought them out, and said, 20“Go and
stand in the temple and speak to the people all the
words of this Life.”

Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-18

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and
who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, Sand from Jesus
Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our
sins by his blood éand made us a kingdom, priests
to his God and Father, to him be glory and domin-
ion forever and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming
with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth
will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

8“T am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord
God, “who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.”

91, John, your brother and partner in the tribu-
lation and the kingdom and the patient endurance
that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos
on account of the word of God and the testimony
of Jesus. 10] was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,
and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet
llsaying, “Write what you see in a book and send
it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna
and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis
and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

12Then I turned to see the voice that was speak-
ing to me, and on turning I saw seven golden

lampstands, '3and in the midst of the lampstands
one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe
and with a golden sash around his chest. 14The
hairs of his head were white like wool, as white as
snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15his feet
were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace,
and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16In
his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth
came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was
like the sun shining in full strength.

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though
dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying,
“Fear not, [ am the first and the last, 18and the liv-
ing one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore,
and I have the keys of Death and Hades.”

Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31

190n the evening of that day, the first day of
the week, the doors being locked where the dis-
ciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the
sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 2550
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into
his side, I will never believe.”

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside
again, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29]esus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the pres-
ence of the disciples, which are not written in
this book; 21but these are written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.

About the Cover: Jesus stood among His disciples to show them His
hands and side. The marks of the nails showed that the Jesus who was
crucified is the very same Jesus who has been raised and lives. Thomas
was not there the first time Jesus appeared among His followers, but
he wanted to verify with his own eyes and hands that Jesus lives. Jesus’
hands still bear the marks of His love for us through His sacrifice upon

Easter the cross.
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