
October 2025 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The recent assassination of conservative activist Charlie Kirk 
has shaken many hearts to the core. One wonders whether 
this tragedy will further divide our nation or help the opposing 
sides find common ground. Time will tell.

Many see Charlie Kirk as a “saint” who stood up for Jesus 
Christ, the sanctity of life, freedom of speech, and 
immigration, and law enforcement. Others see him as a 
“sinner” who made statements that smacked of racism, 
misogyny, white supremacy, and Christian nationalism.

The purpose of this article is to bring a bit of Lutheran theology to bear on the 
differences in how we see, talk about, and treat others. 

Luther’s teaching that a Christian is simultaneously saint and sinner is one of the 
central tenets of Lutheran theology. The Latin expression “simul justus et peccator” 
identifies a paradox regarding the nature of the believer’s existence after justification 
by faith. It is not a 50/50 division, but a complete reality in two different contexts.

A faithful application of God’s Law will tell us again and again that we are poor and 
miserable sinners who fall way short of God’s glory on a daily basis. A faithful 
application of the Gospel will comfort us again and again with the beautiful truth that in 
God’s eyes, believers are forgiven saints because of Jesus Christ.

Even after being justified, Christians sin daily. Our lives are marked with an ongoing 
and inward battle with sin. Paul writes, “For I do not do the good I want, but the evil 
I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.”

The righteousness that makes a person a saint is not our own, but the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to us. God’s great desire is to have mercy on each and every one of us. 
Romans 8:1 is one of the most comforting passages in Scripture, “There is therefore 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”



• October 5 - Faith That Grows
• October 12 - Faith That Gives Thanks
• October 19 - Faith That Persists
• October 26 - Faith That Begs

Will the death of Charlie Kirk divide us further or bring an increased unity? Perhaps 
both can be true at the same time. What we do know is that there is a unity to be found 
in Christ, in His sanctuary, in His Word, and at His Table. We do know that as often as 
we confess our own failures and flaws to our God, that often His grace sweeps over our 
souls, our marriages, our families, our circles of friends, our communities, and yes - our 
nation. And as often as God’s grace is on the move, that often so many of our stories 
have happy endings.

Together in Christ,

Pastor Larry Griffin 
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