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Dear Friends in Christ,

Our theme in this new church year is a focus on
connecting people to Jesus. Peter writes to the
early Christians,

‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous

light.”

And again, “but always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness
and respect.”

Here are a few tips on living our lives in a way that would help others to be
attracted to God'’s gifts of grace, mercy, and truth.

Demonstrate through action and a personal connection

» Live out your faith: Show the love of Christ through hospitality by inviting people
into your life, preparing meals, or including them in your normal activities.

» Serve others: Minister to people in a holistic way, addressing their physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs, and show up for them during important life events
like weddings and funerals.



= Share your personal story: Be willing to share how Jesus has impacted your life, as this
provides a tangible and relatable example of faith.

Engage in genuine conversation

» Listen actively: Pay attention to what people are saying and ask probing
questions to understand their thoughts and feelings, similar to how Jesus
engaged with people.

» Ask questions: Instead of lecturing, ask questions that invite dialogue, such as, "What
do you think?" or "How do you know?".

= Speak with simplicity: Explain the core message of the gospel clearly and with
conviction. Avoid getting into arguments.

» Be authentic: If you don't know the answer to a question, it is better to admit it than
to pretend you have all the answers.

Pray and invite

» Pray consistently: Ask God to open doors and provide opportunities to share the
gospel and to work in people's hearts.

= Invite folks to join us for Divine Service or Bible Class at Good Shepherd
Lutheran in Chiefland!

Together in Christ,

Pactor Lamy Griffen

Upcoming Sermons
- December 3 - Evergreens
- December 7 - Repenting Sincerely
- December 10 - Lights
- December 14 - Believers...For What? (Rev. Ron Biel)
- December 17 -Creche
- December 21 - Magnifying Jesus
- Christmas Eve - Presents
- December 28 - God’s Time

News and Notes

Advent is a Christian liturgical season of preparation and anticipation for both the birth of Jesus at
Christmas and His future second coming. The term "Advent" comes from the Latin word adventus,
meaning "coming". It is a time for spiritual preparation, marked by themes of hope, longing, and
penance, with a focus on waiting for the light of Christ.

Key aspects of Advent's liturgical meaning:


https://www.google.com/search?q=adventus&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS811US811&oq=liturgical%2Bmeaning%2Bof%2Badvent&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTINCAEQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiiBBiJBTIKCAUQABiABBiiBNIBCDc0ODBqMGo0qAIDsAIB8QV0J31hRDzIig&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfARNDXE3edejkGm672XVurzXlJmOYSVARAsJX3Sa_5wSmuHNZoy8ijrIJqe95KBBWRyBBa5UpxlmSdNCzBLIWwAHfNWr_3jmfvE7GcBdw9EJMOXLXxiduMZBmBfCo2AFWCxWDMXspoK4b4QRqOblis4XkAK7Cx_np6pRUOENKY-fkw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiF1YLB6o2RAxXBUjABHUL_A2wQgK4QegQIARAE

Dual focus: Advent looks back to the historical birth of Jesus and forward to His second
coming at the end of time.

Spiritual preparation: It is a time for quiet reflection, prayer, and repentance to prepare the
heart and mind for the celebration of Christmas.

Liturgical color: The liturgical color is blue, which symbolizes hope and expectation, the
night sky before dawn.

Themes: The season emphasizes hope, joyful expectation, and the promise of salvation.

Biblical focus: Readings and traditions focus on the Old Testament prophecies of the
Messiah, John the Baptist, and the events leading up to Jesus' birth.

Symbolism: Traditional symbols like the Advent wreath, with its circular shape and candles,
represent the light of Christ entering a dark world and the progression of time as believers
await His arrival.



