
 
 
 

February 2026 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 

What does it mean to follow Jesus? 
 
Here’s how one group of scholars (AI) answered that 
question, 
 
To follow Jesus means to be a disciple—a learner and 
imitator—who trusts Him as Lord, accepts His 
teachings (especially to love God and others), and 
strives to live like Him by surrendering personal will for 
God's, embodying His character of love, mercy, and 
sacrifice, and sharing His message with the world. It's 
a lifelong journey of transformation through His grace, 
involving daily choices to obey His commands, grow in 
faith, and participate in His mission. 
 
What does it mean to follow Jesus? 
 
Here’s how AI summarized Luther on this question, 
 
Martin Luther taught that following Jesus means 
finding righteousness and freedom through faith alone 
(Sola Fide) in Christ's finished work, not by human 
effort or good deeds, emphasizing that believers are 
simultaneously free in Christ but called to serve others 
in love, all grounded in the Word of God (Sola 
Scriptura), which is God's chief medicine for the soul, 
focusing on Jesus' promises rather than complex 
doctrine or even Luther himself. 
  
What does it mean to follow Jesus? 
 
That is the question we hope to answer in our 
Midweek Lenten services this year: 
 

• Ash Wednesday - Following Jesus in 
Generosity  



• February 25 - Following Jesus in Vocation 
• March 4 - Following Jesus in Humble Service 
• March 11 - Following Jesus in Good Confession 
• March 18 - Following Jesus in Loving Care for 

Family  
• March 25 - Following Jesus in Self Sacrifice 

 
May God bless us as we explore what Jesus meant 
when He declared, “If anyone wishes to follow Me 
[as My disciple], he must deny himself and take up 
his cross.” 
 
Together in Christ  
 
Pastor Larry Griffin 
 
 
Sunday Sermons 
 

• February 1 - Blessed Are They February 8 - Salt 
and Light 

• February 15 - Eyewitnesses (Transfiguration 
Sunday February 22 - Where Are You? 

 


